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Safeguarding Message November 2024

My Friends,

As we come to the close of another year, I write to once again update you on ongoing
developments in the Diocese in relation to the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults.

As part of the adoption of the policy 4 Safe and Welcoming Church —Safeguarding Children
Policy and Standards for the Catholic Church in Ireland, 2024, the policy statement that will
be displayed in all of your public spaces will change to the new policy statement stating
“Children are a wonderful gift from God, to be cherished and recognised for the joyful
contribution they make as valued members of the Church”.

Our challenge is to follow the example of Jesus in cherishing them. Safeguarding is key to
this important task and should be seen, not as a burden, but as an opportunity to embrace
and encourage children's ministry, following the example of Jesus Christ.

Consistent with Gospel values, and with civil and criminal law, those who minister will do so
with dignity and integrity, honouring their calling to ensure that children and young people
are welcomed, cherished and protected.

Similarly in relation to vulnerable adults, all have the right to be safe and to live a life free
from abuse. All people are entitled to this right regardless of their circumstances.

Two training sessions have taken place during the year for the priests of the Diocese in this
area. Ultimately, all who minister to vulnerable adults will be trained at parish level.

Another development during the year was the launch of a new Diocesan Website with many
resources in relation to safeguarding now readily available. I encourage you to visit the
Cloyne Diocesan Website and familiarise yourself with the resource.

I, as Bishop, and all the faithful remain indebted to all in our parishes who make this work of
safeguarding their special concern.

With prayerful best wishes,

Liec

Most Rev William Crean, DD
Bishop of Cloyne
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